TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING & REGULAR MEETING

TUESDAY, MARCH 12, 2002, 7:30 PM

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT

PRESENT: Altonen, Colvin, Gaskell, Russell, Stillings, and Planner Sullivan.
Absent: Keelan, Thompson, and Eckenberg.  Audience: 7

1.
Chairman Russell called the Public Hearing on Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendments to order at 7:32 PM.  
Rebecca M. Norris, M.D. informed the Board of her concerns regarding the Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendments by reading a letter she had written to the Board.  The Board reviewed and discussed each of the proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendments Ms. Norris had concerns on: 

a. Signs Chapter: Section 3A.02-I

b. Occupations and Businesses based at home:  Home Occupations, Cottage Industry, and Home Based Business definitions and regulations.  

c. Commercial Zone: Section 12.02.

Gerry Sell asked the Board what the problem is that this is intended to solve or how this is intended to maintain things better than they already are regarding “Home Based Businesses”.  The Board advised of previous problems that have arisen in terms of certain Home Based Businesses, and that the need has come to define what is reasonable and what isn’t. 

           Chairman Russell read a letter he received from Judith A. Nelson, and M. Kent Anderson that focused their concerns regarding the Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendments in reference to  “Home Occupation”, “Cottage Industry”, and Home-Based Business”.  

2.
Chairman Russell closed the Public Hearing at 8:00 PM.

3.         Chairman Russell opened the regular meeting at 8:00 PM.

4.         After reviewing the Minutes of February 5, 2002, Lee Colvin advised the Board that a mistake had been made in regards to listing him as being present at the meeting, and listing Don Gaskell as being absent.  The Minutes were amended listing Don Gaskell as being present and Lee Colvin as being absent along with amending the Motion to accept the January 8, 2002 Minutes to list Don Gaskell as 

           making the Motion.  Don Gaskell moved to accept the amended Minutes of the February 5, 2002 meeting, and was seconded by Tom Stillings.  It was unanimously approved. 

5. Communications:  New officials training program from 12:30 – 5:00 PM on April 23, 2002 in Traverse City.  Milton Township Planning Commission.  Elk River Channel Lakes Steering Committee meeting at the Antrim County Building in Bellaire on March 15, 2002.  Amendments to the Planning Zoning Acts – What you need to know workshop will be held at the Olson Center at Northwestern Michigan College on March 22, 2002 from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM.  The last Park Presentation Tour will be on April 4th – April 8th. 

6.
      Discussion & Possible Actions of the Public Hearing:  Planner Sullivan advised 

             it would be most appropriate to include the regulatory language under the general provision section of the ordinance and not include the regulatory language as a part of the definition sentence.  After reviewing each Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment and a lengthy discussion on the language of Home Based Business – Definition:  a Motion was made by Tom Stillings and seconded by Lee Colvin to change the language as follows: 

             A business in which physical activity takes place other than the home, which serves as the office at which materials are stored, work is scheduled from and billings are sent out from.  Businesses, which typically would be classified as a home occupation, include lawn care companies, plumbers, similar trades, and service type businesses.

             The Board unanimously approved.  Planner Sullivan advised the Board that this change in language would not cause for another Public Hearing and would be 

            Appropriate to vote on.

            Planner Sullivan advised of a spelling error on line 4 of Section 12.02 A.  It should

            be corrected as follows:  Book, stationery, gift, floral and antique shops.

            Tom Stillings moved to approve the Amendments to the Zoning Ordinance as modified by the corrections that have been previously indicated, and that the spelling of the word stationery be corrected, and that the regulatory language for Home Occupations, Cottage Industries, Home Based Business will be placed in the general provision section of the ordinance/ Lee Colvin seconded the Motion as presented.  It was voted on and unanimously passed.  Chairman Russell will forward to the Township Board. 

7.        Public Concerns Other Than Agenda:  Tom asked if he submit the materials needed in order to request a Public Hearing regarding the Golf Course issue in order to maintain the schedule to be heard at the April 9, 2002 meeting.

8. Concerns of the Commission: Tom Stillings advised that he will he get copies of the County Wet Land maps so they can review them before they go out to view the wet lands.  

9. Concerns of the Public:  None

10. Chairman closed the meeting at 9:15 PM.

These minutes are subject to approval at the next regular Board Meeting of the Planning Commission.

Respectfully submitted

Ginger Anderson

Recording Secretary

